HOW THE EMPEROR LOST EUROPE

blue and the red were trampled under foot, and the most rabid were
those who had been the most Bonapartist . . .* At Malmaison, the
Empress Josephine and her daughter, Queen Hortense, gave a dinner in
honour of the Emperor of Russia; Hortense was soon to pay court to
Louis XVm and win from him the tide of Duchess of Saint-Leu. Every-
where men shouted, 'Long live the King!* and austere Madame de
Chateaubriand added: 'We women would cry "Off with our heads!*'
were we to hear our neighbours do so.* Meanwhile the Senate, the
Emperor's appointees, solemnly voted for the return of the 'freely chosen*
Icing and outlined a proposed constitution which the Count of Artois
publicly accepted, while secretly urging his brother to have none of it.
Talleyrand, at whose house on the rue Saint-Florentin the Emperor
Alexander was staying, ran the show. An armistice was signed, relegating
France to her 1790 frontiers; the new map of Europe was to be drawn by
a congress which would gather in Vienna. The great adventure seemed
to be over. But the French Revolution continued, and the triumphant
royalists were soon to be made aware of it.
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